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King and asked him to give him food, the King readily agreed.
Usually on the day preceding Dwadasi i.e. Ekadasi people fast
It is broken the next day during the Dwadasi gadia. The rishi
promised the King that he would go up to the river, have his
bath and come back to partake of the food. But he delayed his
bath. In the meantime, it looked as if the dwadasi gadia would
be over.The King was anxious not to partake of the food until
and unless he had fed his athithi i.e. Durvasa rishi. But at the
same time, he was anxious not to allow his Ekadasi vratha to
remain incomplete. He had a discussion with the ministers and
they said that there was nothing wrong if instead of regular food,
he could symbolically break the Ekadasi fast by sipping tulasi
water and thus reap in full the benefit of Ekadasi vratha. The
King agreed. Even as he was sipping the tulasi water, Durvasa
appeared on the scene. He got angry and he said that the King
had committed the sin of having taken his food even before the
guest was fed. All the pleadings of the King with Durvasa were
of no avail. He was about to curse Ambarisha. Ambarisha
then appealed to Perumal. Perumal is said to have released His
Chakrayudham on Durvasa rishi. Durvasa ran away from the
fiery chakra. But the chakram chased him wherever he ran.
He appealed to Indra, Brahma as well as to Perumal. But all
of them finally asked him to go back to Ambarisha and seek
his forgiveness. Durvasa returned, fell at the feet of Ambarisha
seeking forgiveness. The King interceded on his behalf with
Perumal.
One day as Ambarisha was doing his dyana on the banks
of the Kaveri, he saw an ant hiH. Strangely from the ant hill, he
got a whiff of a beautiful divine fragrance. It upset his dyana.
He wanted to explore this unusual event He reached the ant
hill. Suddenly he saw a small boy with an effulgent form. He
asked the boy his name. The boy replied that in that ant hill
Sarvaloka Saranyan i.e. the Protector of the world viz, God was
hidden in His archa form. He said that everyday Devas were
coming in huge numbers and worshipping Him with beautiful
scented Parijatha flowers. The boy added that as he knew the
King was Hari baktha and Hari dasa, he wanted to pass on this
information to the King. He also said that as per the orders of
Sriman Narayanan, the King should build a temple there and